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The United Transportation Union’s Political Action Committee (UTU PAC) is "An Investment in the Future."

UTU members, active and retired, need and deserve good government and sympathetic legislators. That’s because, compared with others, their jobs, pensions and futures are more directly affected by the actions of state and national lawmakers.
We in the UTU must work for and help those people who we feel are capable, knowledgeable and who recognize the problems that affect railroad, bus and transit workers.
The best way to help elect representatives that understand the concerns of UTU members is by contributing to UTU PAC.
The best way to have a voice, a say, in matters that affect your finances and your family, is by contributing to UTU PAC.
You joined your fellow workers for the fraternal benefits of UTU membership, so why not join them to help elect compassionate state and national lawmakers?

· UTU PAC contributions can be started or increased anytime, and they are deducted automatically from your paycheck.
  

· UTU PAC contributes to qualified state and national political candidates, regardless of party affiliation.
  

· UTU PAC protects the interests of active and retired members and safeguards laws, working conditions and pension rights.
  

· UTU PAC has well-organized advisory committees in 47 states, and an office in Washington, D.C.
  

· UTU PAC contributions can be made on a one-time basis by check, anytime, by active members, retirees, and all individuals who seek a more responsive government.
  

· UTU PAC has more than 28,000 members across the country. They welcome your support and investment in the future of our great nation.
Platinum Club

Individuals who contribute $1200 or more per year

Double Diamond Club

Individuals who contribute $600 or more per year

 

Diamond Plus Club



Individuals who contribute $400 or more per year




Dollar-a-Day Club




Individuals who contribute $365 or more per year





Diamond Club





Individuals who contribute $300 or more per year






Gold Club






Individuals who contribute $100 or more per year

Why you need UTU PAC, and why it needs you…

What is UTU PAC:

The United Transportation Union formed the Transportation Political Education League (TPEL) (now the UTU PAC) because Federal law prohibits unions from using membership dues or assessments for political activities.  As we all know, legislation on the state and national levels drastically affects us and our jobs.  Therefore, we must work for and help those people who we feel are capable, knowledgeable and who recognize the problems that affect railroad, bus and transit workers.

     Political campaigns and publicity programs cost money, and they are one of the few ways that candidates can let the public know of their record and their desire for election or re-election to public office.  Candidates running for office must have assistance in advising UTU members and other voters of their opinions and positions on legislation and other matters of interest.  Voluntary contributions to UTU PAC provide these funds.

How does UTU PAC operate?

The UTU PAC is governed through by-laws established for its operation in conformance with state and Federal laws and in the best interest of the UTU membership.  UTU PAC by-laws control composition, leadership, operation, financing and general disbursement of funds for political and legislative activities.

     UTU PAC is governed by a national committee composed of a chairperson, vice chairperson and a secretary/treasurer.  The UTU PAC’s national chairperson is the UTU International President, national vice chairperson is the UTU National Legislative Director and the national secretary/treasurer is the UTU General Secretary and Treasurer.  The state UTU PAC committees have a chairperson, vice chairperson and secretary at the state level.  All UTU PAC officers serve on a voluntary basis, and no UTU PAC funds are used for salaries or record keeping.

     The International in Cleveland maintains the records and files the necessary reports for UTU PAC.  Federal law prohibits the union from using dues assessments for political purposes, but it does not prohibit using the UTU facilities for accounting and filing.  The complete record – from the important pledge you sign indicating the amount of your voluntary donation and collection of it, to the cancelled checks and records of income and disbursement – is maintained in the International offices.  The law also requires UTU PAC to make regular reports to state and Federal agencies.  These records are available for your inspection at any time at the International offices, your state chairperson's office, or at the secretary of state's office in individual state capitals.

How are UTU PAC funds distributed?

UTU PAC funds are split on a 50/50 basis, with one half being guaranteed for use within the state where the member's local is headquartered, the other half being used at the national level.  State funds are used for assisting candidates for offices which are statewide in nature, such as governor, attorney general, public utility commissioner, treasurer or state legislators.  National funds are used in Federal elections for national offices such as President, senator or member of Congress.

     UTU PAC funds do not go to just one political party.  Candidates from both political parties receive UTU PAC assistance on the basis of their past record and attitude or position on subjects or goals which are vitally important to UTU members, rather than their political affiliation.  Republican and Democratic parties have both good and bad representatives as far as the interests of UTU members are concerned.

     To determine support, the candidate's record is first examined to see if he or she has done a good job in the past.  If so, the person deserves support; if not, the person is denied assistance, particularly if his or her actions have been detrimental to UTU families and goals.  In cases of new candidates for office where there is no past record for evaluation, the candidate is interviewed and screened on his or her attitudes and positions on matters of importance to labor in general and UTU members in particular.

     Of course, you can't be sure what decisions a political candidate will make in the future.  However, a study of his or her past voting record will usually show a pattern that the person will follow in the future.  We look for a dependable legislator who supports our positions, or at least an open-minded individual who will listen to us and make a fair judgment.  The established records and the current positions of all candidates are weighed, and the decision for or against UTU PAC support is made.

     A complete accounting is made of all UTU PAC disbursements, so you know where the money goes.  Both national and state expenditures are listed on the UTU PAC financial report which is sent regularly to every state UTU PAC chairperson.  Any UTU officer or member can examine the UTU PAC accounting of all disbursements by contacting his or her state chairperson.

How can I contribute to UTU PAC?

Contributions to UTU PAC are voluntary and can be started anytime, the sooner the better.  Get a UTU PAC pledge card from a local union officer or the International, fill it out and sign it, keep a copy for yourself, and give the form to your local treasurer or send it to the International.  Your pledge will be entered in the records and the contribution will appear on your dues receipt each month.

     A UTU PAC member may increase or decrease his or her pledge at any time by filling out and sending a revised UTU PAC pledge form to the local treasurer or the International indicating the change in the amount of the contribution.  After processing, the new amount will appear on your dues receipt and in records at the International.

     You may stop your contributions at any time.  If you decide to withdraw your pledge, notify your local treasurer or the International of your decision and the voluntary UTU PAC contribution will be stopped.  No questions will be asked; it is your decision alone.

     It is also possible to make a one-time direct contribution by mailing it to the International, or giving it to any local or International officer.  You will receive an acknowledgement from the International President as a receipt.

     The union awards different UTU PAC lapel emblems, membership cards and baseball-style caps to those members who contribute $25 or more annually.  Persons who contribute at least $100 a year are enrolled in the Gold Club.  Those individuals who contribute at least $300 annually become members of the Diamond Club.  Those persons who contribute at least $365 a year are enrolled in the Dollar-A-Day Club.  Diamond Plus Club membership is awarded to those individuals who contribute at least $400 per year to UTU PAC, Double Diamond Club membership to those who contribute $600 or more annually, and Platinum Club membership to those individuals who generously contribute at least $1,200 per year.

     All UTU PAC members also receive a personal thank-you letter from the UTU PAC National Chairperson.

     There are thousands of UTU members – many of them retired with fixed incomes – now participating in UTU PAC.  Even though many retired members are on limited incomes, they gladly participate in UTU PAC and urge all working members to realize the importance of friends in Congress.

     For proof, look at the legislative record of the UTU.  The union, with its UTU PAC program, has made great legislative and political accomplishments in the last few years, and could increase these gains with assistance from you and other UTU PAC members.  You joined your fellow workers for the fraternal benefits of membership in the UTU, so why not join them in the movement toward better laws and good government through UTU PAC?

